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10th January 2010
01226 346907


j.stevenson@barnsley.org

Dear Parent/Guardian,
Thank you for your patience and co-operation during the closure of Priory School and Sports College.  We will open to pupil and staff on Monday. The site was a health and safety risk for pupils on Friday but snow ploughs worked on the site Friday to address the issues.  
In considering closure and opening procedures, our first consideration is one of Health and Safety in relation to all members of the school community. 
In a known context of poor weather (i.e. current situation), we will complete our Health and Safety Assessment as soon as possible and by 9pm at the latest. A text will then be sent to parents via SchoolComms. Contact will be made with Dearne FM and Hallam FM and these radio stations will update their websites plus give regular news bulletins. 
Where the weather changes within a school day and closure is being considered, it would be in our pupils' interest to allow them to go home as soon as possible. As you know, no pupil may go home without parental consent and it is for this reason that I am contacting you now to ask your permission, in advance, to allow your child to go home in the event of any emergency closure situation. Where we are in receipt of advanced parental consent to release a pupil in an emergency closure situation, the following will occur:
· A text will be sent to all parents indicating that the school is planning to close. It is, therefore, essential that we have an accurate mobile contact for you. The best way to ensure this is by completing the form overleaf or e-mailing j.stevenson@barnsley.org.  Any existing information will be cross checked and added where necessary.

· Once this text has been sent, pupils for whom we have advanced parental consent will be released. All other pupils will remain at school until we have made contact with parents.

In recent years, we have needed to close at very short notice due to adverse weather conditions in relation to floods, snow and related Health and Safety considerations. Should you wish to give advanced parental consent, please complete the form overleaf or forward an e-mail containing the information required to j.stevenson@barnsley.org.
Please note that our builiding never closes within the day until we know that all pupils who have come into school have their return home authorised by both a parent and an appropriate member of staff. In this context, the school telephone will continue to be answered, a back-up emergency mobile and e-mail facility will also be in place (details to follow).
Should you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely

Bernadette O’Brien

Bernadette O’Brien
Headteacher

Name of Pupil:           __________________________________________
 

Form:                            ______________
 

Emergency contact mobile:                    _______________________________________
 

Name of contact for above mobile:         _______________________________________
(The above MUST be a parent/guardian) 
I hearby give authorisation for my son/daughter to be released from school at short notice in emergency situations.  This release will only be following a text message sent by the school to me via SchoolComms.
 

Name of person providing authorisation    _______________________________________
 

Date: ______________________________
Please return to Priory School & Sports College, Data Office or e-mail to j.stevenson@barnsley.org

Priory School 


& Sports College


DFES Specialist and Full Service School


Littleworth Lane, Lundwood


Barnsley, S71 5RG





Telephone: 01226 203110


Facsimile: 01226 731013


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:prioryschool@barnsley.org" ��prioryschool@barnsley.org�





Headteacher: Bernadette O’Brien








